
Fall Sandhill Crane Survey 
 
1.   Review identification characteristics of Sandhill cranes and become confident in distinguishing cranes from great 
blue herons and similar species, especially the whooping crane (federally endangered). See below for comparisons. 

• If you see a whooping crane, look for band color combinations. Make sure to differentiate between the bands 
on the crane’s left leg and on its right.  Report your sightings to us. 

• If you see a banded Sandhill crane, look for band color combinations and numbers or letters.  Know which leg 
the bands are on.  Report your sightings to us. 

 
2.   Scout likely locations. Many counties have areas where cranes can regularly be found. Other sightings are harder to 
predict. Check with local birdwatchers or farmers to inquire about cranes in your area. Secure permission from 
landowners if private property must be crossed during your survey. Bring your GPS or smartphone to record latitude 
and longitude of your survey site. 
 
3.    Schedule your survey to occur between October 29 – November 2. Morning or evening counts (choose one, either 
morning or evening) are best in order to observe cranes at their roosts. Cranes leave their roosts in marsh or shrub 
wetlands 30 minutes after sunrise and return 30 minutes before sunset. Please survey during this time.  Carefully 
indicate time and location of survey on data form. Each site should be surveyed only once for at least 30 minutes 
before sunrise/sunset to 30 minutes after. This adds up to one hour of surveying. You can find out what time sunrise/ 
sunset occurs using this site: Sunrise Sunset Calendars 
 
4.   Use good bird watching etiquette. Cranes can often be seen at a considerable distance and counts should be 
conducted with minimal disturbance to birds. Cranes should be monitored with binoculars or spotting scopes if needed. 
Do not approach birds.    
 
5.   Submit your observations whether you find Sandhill cranes or not. If you go to a likely spot and find no cranes, that 
observation is also important to us. If this happens, please provide all information requested, and simply indicate '0' for 
number of cranes observed.  
 
6.  Submit your crane observations by filling out the provided form and sending it to the Maryland Bird Conservation 
Partnership, director@marylandbirds.org.  
 
7. If you have any questions, please call or e-mail the USFWS coordinator at 517-351-5219 or Rachael_Pierce@fws.gov 

 
(Large Waterbird I.D. Guide, Courtesy of the International Crane Foundation) 

https://www.sunrisesunset.com/USA/
mailto:director@marylandbirds.org

